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Presentation Notes
Terminology issue is very important in MENA region. The concept of information leads to many different issues other than library and information science concept. Especially on official high level in the government.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples for concepts of “information” term are the following concepts: information technology, information society, information and communications. There’s no mention to library and information science.


For MENA region
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The term “information” never means the concept of library and information science.


For MENA region

Libraries are not considered by high level
decision makers.

The term “Information” may have various
meanings, but it never includes libraries”!!

The situation of archives is worst.

Museums not grouped with libraries and
archives.



Why NILP important for MENA?

* Dispersion of libraries subordination.

* Absence of laws and legislations related to
ibraries and information. Ex.: establishing
ibraries, libraries syndicates, library jobs, and
egal deposit (in some countries).

e Underestimation of the role and value of
ibraries.

 The role of library associations has no impact
on the national level.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Dispersion of libraries subordination
Libraries subordination is very important issue in MENA region. Subordination of one type of libraries disperses among many organizations inside the same country. Public libraries are clear example: some public libraries follow the ministries of culture, some follow the national library, some others follow non-governmental organizations, and some are independent network of public libraries.

In my point of view, national policy will organize the relations between libraries and the governmental authorities.
 
Underestimation the role and value of libraries
This is common situation all librarians in many countries face. However, in some societies the libraries play vital role in people’s life, so librarians may feel some appreciation. In MENA the level of underestimation is very high as the libraries are not important part in people’s life.

Libraries and library associations in MENA do not play their national role, and not involved in providing solutions to the society problems like: literacy, development of education, and economic development, etc.
 
The role of library associations
Because of absence of democracy, generally the role of non-governmental organization in developing communities is very restricted. Absence of good governance and wise leadership of library associations lead to the current situation in MENA region. The library association has no impact on the national level.

Most of library associations provide the traditional services like training librarians, etc. They focus on member service, and ignore supporting the profession. 


Situation of NILP in MENA region

> TR

s
§

R

Theoretical
efforts


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The size of circles reflects the amount of efforts! All we have in MENA region about NLIP is: 42 research paper, 3 symposiums and lectures, and 1 action.


Situation of NILP in MENA region

Theoretical

efforts

By analysis of Arabic documents
on information policy:

e 42 documents were listed.
 The documents published

between 1989-2014

* 35% of documents presented

theoretical thoughts.

* 65% discussed theoretical

thoughts in particular
countries.




Situation of NILP in MENA region

Topics covered:

* 60% of documents
discussed the concept,
basics and importance of IP

e 25% discussed the role of
national and public libraries
in NILP formulation

e 15% discussed the role of IP
in sustainable and economic
development

Theoretical

efforts




Situation of NILP in MENA region

Country cases:

Theoretical * Egypt: 6 documents

efforts * Jordan, Tunisia, and Saudi
Arabia: 4 documents

* Yemen, Libya, Algeria: 2
documents

* Morocco, Iraqg, Qatar,
Sudan: 1 document




Situation of NILP in MENA region

Jordan

* UNESCO with cooperation Initiatives
with the Royal Scientific Society
and Center of Scientific and
Technical Information
organized in 1989 the National
Symposium on Information
Policy in Jordan.




Situation of NILP in MENA region

Egypt

* A round table on National
Information Policy in Egypt was
organized in 2001 by the “Book
and Publishing Committee” in the
Supreme Council of Culture.

*|n 2017, a call for revival
through a lecture on “National
Information Policy in Egypt” by
the National Library director
professor Hesham Azmi.

Initiatives




Situation of NILP in MENA region

Yemen
Actions

* A project adopted by the
National Center for
Information in Yemen to
formulate a national
information policy.




Actions

 The National Center for Information in Yemen
issued a document of the project entitled
”National Policy of Information”

* The document issued in 2011 by the National
Center for Information which follows the
president of Yemen.



Actions

Policy elements

* Importance and role of information in
development plans

* Methodology of information field development
e Organization of information

* Information development and human resources
development

* |Information and science and technology



Yemen

Actions

* |Information and national plans
* |Information and culture

* Information security

* Legislative framework related to information



Initiatives

 The National Symposium on Information
Policy in Jordan was organized in 1989 with
support of UNESCO.

 The symposium organized by The Royal
Scientific Society and Center of Scientific and
Technical Information



Initiatives

Results

Elements of the information policy:
* Defining the users of information.
* Distinguishing between data and information.

* Defining methods of information circulation
and exchange



Initiatives

Round Table on National Information Policy in
Egypt, December 2001

* Five main topics discussed:
— General framework and legislations
— Integration and coordination
— Information institutions
— Human resources
— Information systems and communications



Initiatives

Recommendations:

Only two recommendations out of 18 related to
information policy:

e Establishing national committee for
information.

* Preparing a proposal for project on national
information system in Egypt.



Egy Pt Initiatives

* Many other recommendations were about
different topics other than information
policies: bibliographic control, copyright
policy, public libraries networks, legal deposit,
etc.






MENA region needs

* To build a strong library and information field
through strong institutions.

* To advocate for libraries in the society and
decision makers circles.

* To understand the historical background and the
global initiatives related to national policies of
libraries and information.

* To adopt a national programme to promote the
need for NILP.

e Associations and institutions also need good
leadership, and a strong legal status.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
To build a strong library and information field: this is the start point for any further actions regarding NILP. We need to have a strong library field to be able to convince the decision makers.

Even on the theoretical level, very few papers reflected deep understanding to the roots of NILP globally. To be able to start, we should find out all aspects related to NILP theoretically. 
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