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HOUSE or COMMONS

Digital Democracy Commission

Recommendations

1. By 2020, the House should ensure that everyone can
understand what it does

To map out how it will reach this taeget, the House of Commans should develop a row
communications strateqy with the aim of:

s incresming public awanenes of the role of Parlisment and MF, and
* increxming public parScipation in ghe work of Parfiament.

it should build on previous experience to foous on what works and what is most cost-
efieciive. [Recommendation 1)

The House of Commaons should take action, during the 2015-16 session, 1o make
parizmentary language and communications easier o understand. This should indude:

= simplifying and darifying parliamentary language, induding procedural t=nms;

* developing digial tools such as argon busiers to help readers understand
pardiamentary lrguage ard procmsses, induding the law-making process;

= darfying and smplifying cnlire and printed commuricstions, and

s the wider use of aids for psople with disabilties and s=nsory impaiments such as
Britizh Sign Language trarslations and subtities for vidso madenial to help the haed of
hearing fo engage with Parlisment. (Recommendation 4}

The House of Commans should pilot & new procedure for amending bills so that
amendments can bz written, debated ard woted on in plain English. (Recommendation 5

The Commission recommends that Farfiament's website should use more infographic

and vizual data 1o help provide altemative methods of acoessing content and o improve
transpar=ncy. While the Commission acknowledges the nesd fior imellectual nigour in
parfismentany reports ard other publications, lengthy documents an act as a barier o
citizen engagement with democacy, particulsry for Shose with keaming difficultes, spedal
nesds or just imited time. For example, the Begister of Members” Fnancial Interests could
be trareformed into a more accessible document far voters by the use of icons %o represent
data {Recommendasion I}

The Commission recommends that improving the search function on the parfiamersary
wehisite should be a prianity for the new parfamentary digital service. {(Recommendasan
71. it should aba provide tocks %o help people track Pariament's activities on spedfic issues.
These should be ey to find and register for. (Recommendation 5
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Mr Speaker's foreword
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Over the past 25 years we have lived through a revolution — created by the birth of the
world wide web and the rapid development of digital technology. This digital revolution
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Hansard

House of Commons

Wedrerday [5 June 2000
The foure met 2 Bl post Fiewen o olook
PRAYERS

|Me Sreaxim e the Chair]

Oral Answers to Questions

CABNET OFFICE

The Mierer for the Cobiset Offier wear anked
Gosmmenl Pl

1. Sir Henry BeBnphamMorih West Noriolk) (Con)
What progress his Depariment i makig on the creation
of 2 more modem and effidenl povernmend csiale

|

The Minlsier withoal Poriislle (Roborl Hallsag My
hon. Friznd will be pleased to know thal sinee 2015 the
Governmenl eslale siraiegy hes ensured thal running
rosis have faBen by £750 millon. We have roked some
£1.8 hillion in eouncil receipls and reduced the esiale
stz by mzarty a quarier. Thesis a bepe achirvemenl and
in lerms of space & makes the UE Giowernment one ol
ths: misl ffieienl organsstions in the workd

15 JURE 2005

IT40
Boyeol mnd [Hvesimen Guldance

1% Diedidre Brock IHITE@ orih m&[zﬂh:- ftie) B
Wha represeniilions raetesd on Depariment’s
boyeotl and divesimenl peidance [EasaE]

The Minkster far the Cabis (OfBce amd Pa
aenerl (Matihew Flancock): We bope a wide
mange of representabons aboul bopeolts in puble
procuremenl. The Governmenls position & very ciear:

iz soelor oTEanisalions nol e procarement
0 mun thesr own indepemdent Forrign polices.

Deldre Bmck: Diozs the Minisier agree that people
wiho stand for dection Lo local authorties and who then
=rve & coundlions perdonm an 1 mode in
eommumbies the length and bresdth oF these islands,
and dioes he Turther agree thal they should be treded Lo
make politieal jedgments for wesT WIB the
Cnmemmeni shandon the boyeod! and diwsdment podanee
im Envour of supporissg Toml democrzey?

Viabihew Hancock- Yes, | think councillors do an
exzellent job = whal cownells ar: meanl o do, but
eomndls arenol meant Lo sel foozign policy, and abizm
al local Eorign mﬂ# ' Smn:
polentially fegal and we make thal dear ® avery

opporiunity

Wir Dl Flanson |1
local autherily to by
s

wiLzbic Was il wrong for
1 South African gnn:E'. in ﬂ

Viapihew Hancock: Whers a naisonal boweotl is in
plaee and whene 2 national decision has been made,
Boral auiborities showld of cours: fodlow that, but these
dectons are ightly for the Forsign OfMfee 2nd mod for
locatl authorities; e couniry eznnot be run by baving
brendreds of diffizrend foresan podicie
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Machinery of Government Change
21 July 2016

E -

This written ministerial statement confirms the following Machinery of Government change. The functions of the Office for Civil Society (OCS)
have been transferred from the Cabinet Office to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). The trans...

Machinery of Government Changes
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Question

We can use IT to produce ever more
sophisticated briefings & reports:

 Is there a risk that the medium may
overpower the message?

« How can we make the most of
digital publishing?



