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Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers 
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ 
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How did we get from this… 
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… to this?! 
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National Digital Newspaper Program Partners:  

36 institutions | 7 million pages now online | 1836-1922 
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National Digital Newspaper Program, 2005- 

GOALS:  

 To enhance access to historic American 

newspapers from every state and territory 

 

 To develop best practices for the digitization of 

historic newspapers (shared community) 

 

 Free and open content, available to all 
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NDNP: Built for Sustainability 

 Shared technical specifications 

 Institutional cooperation 

 Data integrity 

 Data management 

 Expect change 
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Shared technical specifications 

 

  

 

 

NDNP Technical Guidelines for 

Applicants  

(NDNP Tech Specs) 

 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/guidelines/  

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/guidelines/
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 Stable guidelines since 2005 

 Changes limited to: 

 Clarifications to existing practice 

 Version updates (ALTO 2.0) 

 Expanding content scope 

 Simplifying some metadata 

requirements 

 Technical metadata from 

Microfilm collation now 

OPTIONAL 

 Section / Edition Labels now 

OPTIONAL 

Shared technical specifications 
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Distributed Project / Shared Effort 
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NDNP Data 

For every page: 

 

Archival Image: TIFF 

Production Image: JPEG 2000 

Printable Image: PDF 

OCR XML File: ALTO 

 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/guidelines/  

For every issue and reel: 

 

METS XML File 
 Descriptive metadata 

 Structural metadata 

 Preservation metadata 

 

 

 
For newspaper title: 

 

MARC record 
 Geographic metadata 

 Time Period 

 Subject metadata 

 

 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/guidelines/
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METS ALTO 

 NDNP ALTO specification 

requires: 

 Column level text block 

zoning and  

 Coordinates to map or 

highlight text to image files.  

 

 Chronicling America 

supports page level 

access with visual 

representation of search 

results. 
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Page Level Access 

Zoom, pan, and clip 

 tools are available 
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Chronicling America - LC 
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Chronam: Open Source software 

https://github.com/LibraryofCongress/chronam  

https://github.com/LibraryofCongress/chronam
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chronam 

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/  

http://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/  

http://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/
http://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/
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Chronicling America - API 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/api/ 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/api/
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Chronicling America – Bulk Data:  

OCR Downloads for External Services 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ocr/ 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/ocr/
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Advancing Research with Chronam 
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The Growth of US Newspapers, 1690-2011 
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Mapping Texts is a collaboration between scholars, staff and students 

at Stanford University and the University of North Texas. It is 

supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Mapping Texts 

http://mappingtexts.org/  

http://mappingtexts.org/
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• Text mining 

• Topic Modeling 

• Tone Analysis 

“An Epidemiology of Information: Data Mining 

the 1918 Influenza Pandemic”  

“The goal … is to develop methods for combining 

algorithmic techniques with the interpretive strength of 

traditional historical and rhetorical analysis in order to help 

researchers better understand reporting on the 1918 flu 

pandemic in American and Canadian newspapers.” 

http://www.flu1918.lib.vt.edu/  Professor E. Thomas Ewing, Principal Investigator and 

Project Director, Department of History, Virginia Tech 

http://www.flu1918.lib.vt.edu/
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Viral Networks in 19th-Century Newspapers 

http://www.viraltexts.org/  

“Infectious Texts is sponsored by Northeastern University's NULab for 

Texts, Maps, and Networks and generously funded by the National 

Endowment for the Humanities' Office of Digital Humanities. The 

project team includes Professors Ryan Cordell, Elizabeth Maddock 

Dillon, and David Smith, as well as Ph.D. students Abby Mullen and 

Matthew Williamson.” 

http://www.viraltexts.org/
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Chronicling America 
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Weathering the Storm 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /  

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045433/1912-11-30/ed-1/seq-1 /
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Beyond the Chronicling America Web Site 

 Regular update/highlights information by RSS* or email subscription 
  http://www.loc.gov/rss/ndnp/ndnp.xml;  and Recent Additions RSS feed (newspaper titles added) 

 Keep up with what’s in Chronicling America!  

 

 Open-source code for chronam application available on GitHub 
 https://github.com/LibraryOfCongress/chronam 

 chronam is the Django application that the Library of Congress uses to make its  

 Chronicling America website (a core set of functionality for loading, modeling and  

 indexing NDNP data) 

 Check it out and take it for a spin! 

 

 Linked data and API** access in Chronicling America 
 RDF/XML views available to Open Archives Initiative Object Reuse and Exchange (OAI-ORE) 

 OpenSearch and Atom APIs for search queries, Bookmarkable URIs for all pages 

 http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/api/  

 

 NDNP Extras! from the NDNP program site 
 http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/  

 Visualizations, tutorials, podcasts, teaching resources, state project blogs, how Chronicling 
America is used in other projects and more! 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rss/ndnp/ndnp.xml
https://github.com/LibraryOfCongress/chronam
http://djangoproject.com/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/about/api/
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/
http://www.loc.gov/rss/ndnp/ndnp.xml
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html
http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/collections/72157619370519453/
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Thank you!  

 NDNP Public Web 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/ 

 

 NDNP Web Service 

 Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

 

 Contact us at ndnptech@loc.gov  

  

 

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
mailto:ndnptech@loc.gov

