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[CAN WE] START 

SPREADING THE NEWS 
Challenges and opportunities in using social media for 
outreach in a cooperative project 



 

• Part of National Digital Newspaper Program 

• A partnership between … 

 

 

 
• NEH funds state projects in two year cycles  
• States select and digitize ~100,000 pages of historic 
    newspapers (1836-1922) for LC’s Chronicling America   

            http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/  

• VTDNP Phase 1 (2010-2012)  ~100,000 pages added 

• VTDNP Phase 2 (2012-2014)  ~100,000 pages in the works 

• 36 states funded; 7 million + pages available! 

• Educational, outreach component… Spreading the News! 

 
 

State Projects 

VTDNP BACKGROUND 
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Deseret evening news. (Great Salt Lake City [Utah]), 23 Dec. 1905. 

Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045555/1905-12-23/ed-

1/seq-1/> 

Vermont phœnix. (Brattleboro, Vt.), 22 Dec. 1905. Chronicling 

America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 

<http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn98060050/1905-

12-22/ed-1/seq-5/> 

Joseph Smith 

monument chronicled 

in newspapers of 

Vermont and Utah, 

1905. 

UTAH & VERMONT: 
SHARED HISTORY 
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EDUCATIONAL & OUTREACH 
COMPONENT http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/extras/ 

 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/chronicling-america 
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VTDNP ON THE WEB COOPERATION, 
COLLABORATIVE APPROACH  

THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/


Birdie MacLennan, VTDNP Director 

Tom McMurdo, VTDNP Project Librarian 

Initial Media 
Releases from 

Engaged State 

Partners 



BRANDING THE PROJECT  

Banner and logo – graphics by 

Heather Kennedy 



DEVELOPMENT OF WEB, BLOG & 
FB OUTLETS 



VALUE-ADDED CONTENT 



VALUE-ADDED CONTENT 



SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH 

All this for $0 spent on marketing budget! 



OUTREACH 



• Topic guides 

• Lesson plans 

•Wikipedia links 

COMING SOON 



PARTNERS/STAKEHOLDERS: 

COORDINATING SOCIAL MEDIA EFFORTS 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/newspapers/


COORDINATING SOCIAL MEDIA EFFORTS 

• Types of content 
Long form 

Short burst 

Visual 

Repurpose 

Time-relevant 

• Scheduling 

• Continuity 

Organic 



COORDINATING SOCIAL MEDIA EFFORTS 

•No guidelines 

•VTDNP-specific guidelines 
•University-level policy 

• Library-level guidelines (in progress) 

• Social media policy (and action) task force 
• 8 members (7 faculty members) 

• Pilot project 



OPPORTUNITIES 

•Materials for outreach 

• Increase  
• exposure 

• discoverability 

• serendipity 

•∞ possibilities 

 



CONCLUSION/OBSERVATION 

• To each, its own 

• Learn from each other 

• Social media is fluid & can’t wait 

Social media is only a part of overall outreach 



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS? 
 

Thank you! 
 

Erenst Anip 

Email: eanip@uvm.edu 

Twitter: @tsnere 

 

 

 

 

 

VTDNP website: http://library.uvm.edu/vtnp 

Birdie MacLennan 

Email: bmaclenn@uvm.edu 

Twitter: @bmaclenn7 

 

#IFLAnewspaper 
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