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The McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Assistance Act 



Family Homelessness (2011) 

Source: www.icphusa.org 



Where Homeless Children Call Home 



Family Homelessness in the US 

• Almost 2.5 million children experienced homelessness 

in 2013.* 

• On any given day, more than 200,000 children have no 

 place to live. 

• 84% of families experiencing homelessness are female-

 headed.  

• 42% of children in homeless families are under age six.  
 

Source: The National Center on Family Homelessness http://www.familyhomelessness.org/facts.php?p=tm 

* American Institutes for Research http://www.air.org/sites/default/files/downloads/report/Americas-Youngest-

Outcasts-Child-Homelessness-Nov2014.pdf 
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Educational Considerations  

• 53% of all homeless mothers do not have a high school 
diploma. 

• Compared to their housed peers, children experiencing 
homelessness: 
• are 4 times more likely to show delayed development. 

• are 2 times more likely to be diagnosed with learning disabilities. 

• have 3 times the rate of emotional and behavioral problems. 

• Only 21.5% of homeless elementary students are 
proficient in math and only 24.4% in reading.  

• Only 11.4% of homeless high school students are 
proficient in math and only 14.6% in reading. 

 

Source:  The National Center on Family Homelessness http://www.familyhomelessness.org/media/306.pdf 



Homelessness in NYC  

Shelter census for 7/28/16 = 58,347 people  

(22,953 children, 35,394 adults) 



The “New” Homeless 

Source: February 2012 article in The New York Times about family homelessness in NYC: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/05/nyregion/ordinary-families-cloaked-in-a-veil-of-
homelessness.html?pagewanted=all  
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Outreach to Family Shelters 

• Through partnership with NYC Department of 

Education Students in Temporary Housing Office. 

• Directly with recreation/education coordinators. 

• LIBRARY CARDS! for EVERYONE: kids, parents, 

staff. 

• Special Events. 

• Parent Workshops/Programs. 

• RELATIONSHIPS! 

 



Programming 



Policy Considerations 

 Reconsider policies around behaviors that are only enforced 

against people who are (or are perceived to be) homeless 
 

 Reconsider policies on ID requirements that may act as a barrier 

to library use by certain populations, i.e. people in temporary 

housing, people who are transgender. 
 

 Reconsider requiring a library card (or a for-fee pass) to use the 

library’s wireless connection 
 

 Reconsider policies that prohibit food and drink  
 

 Consider amnesty days or other fees/fines forgiveness programs 

or have procedures for waiving fees in special circumstances 
 



Resources 

The  National Center on Family Homelessness 
http://www.familyhomelessness.org/index.php  
 

Institute for Children, Poverty and Homelessness 
http://www.icphusa.org/ 
 

National Alliance to End Homelessness 
http://www.endhomelessness.org/ 
 

Homelessness Resource Center 
http://homeless.samhsa.gov/Default.aspx 
 

National Association for the Education of Homeless  
     Children and Youth 
http://www.naehcy.org/ 
 

    Horizons for Homeless Children 
http://www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org 
 

60 Minutes “Hard Times Generation” (2011) 
http://www.cbsnews.com/search/hard-times-generation/ 
 

 



Contact Information 

Vikki C. Terrile 
Director of Children’s and Youth Programs and Services 

Queens Library 

89-11 Merrick Blvd. 

Jamaica, NY 11432 

718-990-8554 

vcterrile@gmail.com 

 


