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lacking in its function of guarding knowledge and also of disseminating this potential wealth.
Third World librarians need to develop a critical sense regarding information policy,
particularly in terms of the issue of information transfer. The librarian's profile must be
characterized by specific qualities such as that of an agent for change, capable of managing
information resources with the skill required by the information sector.
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present century. Lack of institutional continuity is a major obstacle: large provide collections
often end up in foreign libraries. That things are changing for the better is illustrated by recent
Brazilian instances. Preservation of collections once formed is another matter. Latin American
paper quality in the past has often been very poor; even now acid-free paper is seldom used.
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