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RDM policy drivers for universities 

             declaration 
data are a public good and should 

be openly available 

Common principles on data policy 
www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/ 

DataPolicy.aspx 

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/DataPolicy.aspx
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/Pages/DataPolicy.aspx


The ‘big data’ challenge for universities 

Large 
datasets 

Often curated by large international 
projects, national facilities or 

disciplinary initiatives. 

Some large data, but mostly a 
long-tail of small, distributed 
datasets with diverse needs. 



Services to help unis 

Jisc Research Data Registry 
and Discovery Service 

 
A service to ensure that 

research data held within 
UK data centres and 

universities can be found, 
understood and reused 

 

 

 

 
A web-based tool to 

help researchers write 
Data Management Plans 

 



What is a data management plan? 
 

A brief plan to define: 
•   how the data will be created? 
•   how it will be documented? 
•   who will access it? 
•   where it will be stored? 
•   who will back it up? 
•   whether (and how) it will be shared & preserved? 

 
DMPs are often submitted as part of grant applications, 
but are useful whenever researchers are creating data. 



Why create Data Management Plans? 

• Plans help researchers to manage their data 
– Make informed decisions 

– Anticipate and avoid problems 

 

• Many funders ask for DMPs in grant proposals 
www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans/funders-requirements 

  

• DMPs are often required by universities too 
“All new research proposals must include research data management plans or 
protocols that explicitly address data capture, management, integrity, 
confidentiality, retention, sharing and publication.” 

 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans/funders-requirements
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources/data-management-plans/funders-requirements
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DMPonline 

• Free to use 

• Code is open source  

• Helps researchers write DMPs 

• Provides funder questions & guidance 

• Provides help from universities 

• Examples and suggested answers 

• … 

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk  

 

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/


Registration 

Sign up with your 
email address, 

organisation and 
password 

 
Select ‘other 

organisation’ if 
yours is not listed 



Creating a plan 

Select funder (if any) 

 
Select organisation for 
additional questions 

and guidance 

 
Select other sources 

of guidance 



Plan details: summary 

Summary of the sections and 
questions in your DMP 



Answering questions 

Notes who has answered 
the question and when  

 

Progress bar updates how 
many questions remain 



Sharing plans 

Allow colleagues to 
read-only, read-write, 
or become co-owners 



Co-writing DMPs 

Sections are locked for editing 
when they’re being worked on 

by colleagues 



Exporting DMPs 
 

Can export as plain text, docx, PDF, html... 
 



Unis can customise the tool.... 

• Add templates  

• Add custom guidance 

• Provide example or suggested answers 

• Monitor usage in their organisation 

• Offer foreign language versions 

• … 
 

www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customising-dmponline-admin-interface-launches  
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Ways libraries could use DMPonline 

• To identify requirements for support 

– volume of data being created 

– what needs to be preserved and for how long 

 

• Monitor awareness or uptake of services 

– how many DMPs say they will use repository? 

 

• For outreach – advocate and improve practice 

 



More information 

Customising DMPonline 
www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customising-
dmponline-admin-interface-launches  

http://www.screenr.com/PJHN  

Get the code, amend it, run a local instance, flag issues, request features... 
https://github.com/DigitalCurationCentre/DMPonline_v4  

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/news/customising-dmponline-admin-interface-launches
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Research data repositories and 
registries  

Image Credit: Hitachi Data Systems 



Archiving – external data centres  

 Research funders’ 
data centres… 

Structured databases 

 Disciplinary& community 
initiatives 

Registries of international  
data centres 

http://www.zenodo.org/


Institutional data repositories 

  

  Not intended to 
replace national, 
subject or other 
established data 

repositories 
 

    Acknowledge hybrid 
environment 

http://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk 

www.dspace.cam.ac.uk 
https://databank.ora.ox.ac.uk  

Research Data at Essex and   
DataPool at Southampton 

http://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk/
http://www.dspace.cam.ac.uk/
https://databank.ora.ox.ac.uk/


Data catalogues 

• Oxford is developing its DataFinder tool 
http://blogs.it.ox.ac.uk/damaro  

• Research Data @ Essex has developed a profile based on 
DataCite, Inspire and DDI standards www.data-archive.ac.uk/ 
media/395364/rde_march2013_repositoryoutputs.pdf 

• C4D is developing a research data extension to the CERIF 
standard - http://cerif4datasets.wordpress.com 

• CKAN is being explored by various projects http://ckan.org  

 
 
 

http://blogs.it.ox.ac.uk/damaro
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Research Data Registry and 
Discovery (RDRDS) pilot 



Where does RDRDS fit in? 



RDRDS metadata 
• Description/Abstract  

• Dataset identifier  

• Subject  

• URL of landing page  

• Creator (+ID) 

• Release date 

• Rights information  

• Spatial coverage  

• Temporal coverage   

• Publisher  



Jisc RDRDS Pilot Partners 



RDRDS Phase 2 



Short-term opportunities for 
ongoing research and development 

http://calgarylandlords.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/Calgary-landlords-Investment-Opportunity.jpg 



Harvesting metadata from CRIS to 
institutional data catalogues  

 

http://casrai.org/ 



Include equipment data into data 
management plans and 

institutional catalogue records   
 

http://equipment.data.ac.uk/ 



Publish DMPs 
 

http://www.metajnl.com/ 



Use of data registries to gather 
usage statistics: institutions  

 

http://www.ref.ac.uk/ 



Use of data registries to gather 
usage statistics: funders 

 

http://gtr.rcuk.ac.uk/ 

https://www.researchfish.com/ 



 
 

Use of data registries to gather 
usage statistics: researchers 

 

http://orcid.org/ 



Longer-term challenges 



Providing tools to analyse and 
manipulate the data 

http://www.ceda.ac.uk/services/ 



Common agreement on attribution 
stacking 

 

https://www.force11.org/datacitation 



Thanks – any questions? 

 

DCC guidance, tools and case studies: 

www.dcc.ac.uk/resources 

 
Follow us on twitter: 

 @digitalcuration and #ukdcc 
  
 

 

http://www.dcc.ac.uk/resources

