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Public Performance Rights of Library Media

Guided by the University Library’s collection development policy and Section 110, Copyright
Law of the United States of America, the University Libraries does not purchase public
performance rights unless it is included by distributors for face-to-face teaching activities or

similar places of instruction.

Public performance rights are needed for events outside of the face-to-face teaching
activities listed in Section 110, U.S. Code. Common campus activities where public
performance rights are needed include: a departmental sponsored free film screening, or a film
series hosted by a student organization.

If you would like to use an item that the library does not list public performance rights
for, you will need to purchase your own copy of the item with public performance rights.

Finding Items with Public Performance Rights

The University Libraries began documenting the purchase of public performance rights in 2009.
In the Library’s catalog, bibliographic records for items with public performance rights contain
the following note:

Note: This video has limited public performance rights and may be shown in a classroom, screened by
a public group that is not charged for the viewing, or transmitted on a closed-circuit system within a
building or single campus.

To locate items in the catalog with public performance rights:
1. Go to the Catalog homepage.

2. Enter this search: Find this: “public performance” and Quick Limit: Videorecording.

Over 300 titles will be retrieved, so you may wish to narrow your search.

To find distributors for items without public performance rights:
1. Inthe catalog, the Publisher field lists the distributor of items.

2. Alternatively, in imdb.com, go to the item’s Company Credits, then to Distributors.

3. Once you have done this, you can contact the Distributor to purchase media with public
performance rights.

For More Information

For questions regarding public performance rights, please contact:
Laura Jenemann

Film Studies / Media Services Librarian

Johnson Center Library

Phone: 703-993-7593

Email: ljeneman@gmu.edu



