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Introducing	  Pharos	  
An	  Interna2onal	  Consor2um	  of	  Photoarchives	  



What	  are	  photo	  archives?	  
•  historical	  collec2ons	  of	  

photographic	  reproduc2ons	  of	  
works	  of	  art,	  many	  never	  published	  
elsewhere	  

•  Rich	  in	  documenta2on	  about	  the	  
work:	  condi2on,	  aBribu2on,	  
ownership,	  etc	  

•  browsing	  collec2ons	  organized	  by	  
medium,	  na2onality,	  and/or	  ar2sts	  

•  richly	  annotated	  by	  trusted	  
scholars,	  oEen	  with	  opinions	  never	  
subsequently	  published	  



Early	  drawings	  and	  oil	  sketches	  by	  Edward	  Hopper	  (1882–1967)	  	  
from	  the	  Kennedy	  Gallery	  archives	  



Photograph	  of	  Holbein’s	  Sir	  Thomas	  More	  with	  9	  copies	  or	  versions	  	  



Madonna	  and	  Child	  aBributed	  to	  a	  follower	  of	  Giovanni	  Bellini	  
(Fogg	  Museum,	  Harvard	  University)	  



The	  curators	  at	  the	  Philadelphia	  Museum	  of	  Art	  were	  unaware	  that	  this	  panel	  
by	  Giovanni	  dal	  Ponte	  (1385-‐1437)	  once	  had	  a	  Byzan2ne	  predella	  aBached	  to	  
it	  un2l	  they	  found	  this	  reproduc2on	  	  from	  1906	  in	  the	  Frick’s	  photoarchive	  



Changes	  Over	  
Time	  







PHAROS:	  An	  Interna2onal	  Consor2um	  of	  Photo	  Archives	  –	  
First	  mee2ng,	  January	  2013	  

	  



Bibliotheca	  Hertziana	  	  
Rome	  	  

(1,065,000)	  

Bildarchiv	  Foto	  
Marburg	  Germany	  	  

(2,000,000)	  



Courtauld	  Ins2tute	  	  
London	  

(4,173,500)	  

Fondazione	  Federico	  
Zeri	  Bologna	  	  
(290,000)	  



Frick	  Art	  Reference	  
Library	  New	  York	  City	  	  

(1,346,000)	  

GeBy	  Research	  
Ins2tute	  	  

Los	  Angeles	  	  
(2,086,000)	  



I	  Taf	  	  
Florence	  	  
(239,000)	  

Ins2tut	  Na2onal	  
d’Histoire	  de	  l’Art,	  Paris	  	  

(750,000)	  



Kunsthistorisches	  
Ins2tut	  Florence	  	  

(650,000)	  

Na2onal	  Gallery	  of	  Art,	  
Washington,	  D.C.	  	  

(7,600,000)	  



Paul	  Mellon	  Centre	  	  
London	  	  
(185,000)	  

RKD	  –	  Netherlands	  
Ins2tute	  for	  Art	  History	  

The	  Hague	  	  
(7,000,000)	  



Warburg	  Ins2tute,	  
London	  	  

(3,500,000)	  

Yale	  Center	  for	  Bri2sh	  
Art,	  

New	  Haven	  	  
(132,000)	  



Primary	  objec2ve	  for	  PHAROS	  

To	  establish	  a	  
•  common	  research	  plajorm	  
•  freely	  available	  
•  includes	  the	  images	  and	  

their	  formal	  
documenta2on	  

•  includes	  a	  space	  for	  
aggrega2on,	  research,	  and	  
sharing	  





CIDOC	  -‐CRM	  	  (Interna2onal	  Council	  of	  Museums	  CommiBee	  for	  Museum	  
Documenta2on	  –	  Conceptual	  Reference	  Model):	  A	  set	  of	  standards	  for	  the	  

exchange	  of	  cultural	  heritage	  informa2on	  

Linked	  Open	  Data:	  using	  the	  Web	  to	  connect	  related	  data	  that	  wasn’t	  
previously	  wasn’t	  linked;	  a	  term	  used	  to	  describe	  a	  recommended	  best	  
prac2ce	  of	  exposing,	  sharing,	  and	  connec2ng	  pieces	  of	  informa2on	  or	  

knowledge	  
	  



What	  are	  we	  aggrega2ng?	  

•  In	  2me,	  more	  ins2tu2onal	  
partners	  

•  Expand	  coverage	  to	  include	  
Asia,	  Africa,	  and	  La2n	  America	  

•  Access	  to	  more	  than	  30	  million	  
images	  

•  Access	  to	  metadata	  and	  
scholarly	  annota2ons,	  never	  
available	  in	  one	  place	  before	  

•  Image	  =	  image	  and	  metadata	  



Tradi2onal	  research	  outcomes	  

•  provenance	  and	  
aBribu2on	  

•  conserva2on	  research	  
•  exhibi2on	  research	  
•  publica2on	  and	  recep2on	  	  
•  history	  of	  photography	  
•  the	  history	  of	  art	  history	  



New	  research	  outcomes	  

•  brought	  about	  by	  
leveraging	  linked	  data,	  
data	  visualiza2on,	  
computer	  vision,	  big	  data	  
aggrega2on	  and	  analysis	  

•  effect	  of	  conserva2on	  
treatments	  over	  2me	  

•  study	  of	  the	  photograph	  
itself;	  and	  how	  
photography	  has	  changed	  
the	  course	  of	  history	  



John	  Resig,	  Creator	  of	  JQuery;	  	  
Dean	  of	  Computer	  Science,	  Kahn	  Academy	  

















Comparison	  of	  text	  and	  images	  found	  in	  3	  photoarchives	  









Images.pharosartresearch.org	  
	  
	  

Eventually	  	  this	  beta	  test	  will	  include	  more	  than	  
220,000	  images	  of	  works	  of	  Italian	  Art	  from:	  

	  
Frick	  Art	  Reference	  Library	  

Na2onal	  Gallery	  oF	  Art,	  Washington	  
Fondazione	  Zeri,	  Bologna	  

I	  Taf	  	  Florence	  
Bildarchive	  Foto	  Marburg	  

Kunsthistorisches	  Ins2tute	  Florence	  	  
Biblioteca	  Hertziana,	  Rome	  




