Literacy and Reading Section

Annual Report

September 2010 – July 2011

Prepared by Ivanka Stricevic, Section’s Chair (2007-2011)

Scope: 

The Section provides a focal point for the promotion of reading and literacy in libraries; and the integration of reading research and reading development activities into library services for all citizens. It aims to stimulate leadership, research, good practice, information and exchange on the role of libraries in these issues. The relationship between reading research and reading promotion and the role of libraries in lifelong literacy is considered significant in professional terms. Through discussion, conferences, publications, its website, partnerships, training and special projects, the Section examines these activities within the cultures of both print and electronic media; and seeks to understand and support the basic rights and approaches of all citizens to access to information, knowledge and works of the imagination for personal and community learning, enjoyment and development.

Membership:

Membership status February 2011: 56 members  

Standing Committee members (2011-2013): 14 members and 5 corresponding members 

Officers: 

Chair
Ivanka Stricevic
Associate Professor
University of Zadar, The LIS Department
Ulica Dr. Franje Tudjmana 24 i
23000 ZADAR
Croatia
E-mail: ivanka.stricevic@zg.t-com.hr 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Elena Corradini
Biblioteca Comunale di Ala
Via Roma, 40
38061 ALA (TN), Italy
E-mail: ecorradini67@gmail.com 

Information Coordinator: 
Rob Sarjant
Head of Operations Book Aid International
39-41 Coldharbour Lane
Camberwell LONDON SE5 9NR 
United Kingdom 
Tel. +(44)(20)77333577 
Fax: +(44)(20)79788006 
E-mail: robert.sarjant@bookaid.org 

Editor of Newsletter: 
Leikny Haga Indergaard 
Director General Norwegian Archive
Library and Museum Authority 
P.O. Box 8145 Dep 
Oslo N-0033 
Norway
E-mail: Leikny.Indergaard@nb.no 

Meetings:

Last Conference (prior to the period of this report) - Two SC meetings held in Gothenburg, August 2010:  12 SC members were present + 3 corresponding members + 10 observers and a special guest Liz Page, the IBBY executive director.

Priority actions 2010-2011

Both priority actions completed (1-Publication Using research to promote literacy and reading in libraries; 2- Preparation of the programme Beyond the United Nations Decade of Literacy: What Libraries Can Do, San Juan 2011)

Projects:

· The project Using research to promote literacy and reading in libraries under completition. Publication edited by Lesley Farmer and Ivanka Stricevic; available in print as IFLA Professional Report (No. 125-128) - English, French, Spanish and Russian; German translation delivered to the HQ, Arabic in the process of translation, Chinese planned for the Fall.  

· Under  the Memorandum of Understanding a joint data base of reading promotion programmes and activities from all around the world started by using IFLA Success Stories Database, in partnership with IBBY and coordinated by the Ch&YA Section. The flags Reading Promotion Adult  and Reading Promotion Children were added in the category “Project Field” but there are no contributions. 

Publications and publicity:

· Publication Using research to promote literacy and reading in libraries: Guidelines for librarians published as IFLA Prof. Report 125

· Leaflet and poster for promotion of the Guidelines published (will be presented at the Poster session in San Juan); Section’s logo developed.

· Newsletter - two issues in 2011 – editor Liekny Haga Indergaard (Norway)

· Section's leaflet updated continually

·  Information sharing and exchange through the Newsletter, web page, via e-mail, IFLA mailing list, distribution of information on special requests, etc. 

Conference Programme prepared for the Conference 2011(August 15, 2011)

Co-sponsored by the National Libraries Section; Call for papers issued in November 2010.

Programme theme: Beyond the United Nations Decade of Literacy: What  Libraries Can Do

Introduction: Chairs of the Sections: Ivanka Stricevic (Literacy and Reading) and Martyn Wade (National Libraries)

Keynote JĀNIS KĀRKLIŅŠ, Assistant Director-General Communication and Information, UNESCO, Paris France) Towards digital literacy – what libraries can do? 
Table talks 

· ELSA RAMIREZ (National University of Mexico, Mexico, D.F., Mexico) Mexico Reads: national program for the promotion of reading and the book
· MARIAN KOREN (Netherlands Public Library Association, The Hague, Netherlands) Literacy beyond the curriculum: the strength of libraries - examples from the Netherlands
· COLLENCE.TAKAINGENHAMO CHISITA (Harare Polytechnic, Harare, Zimbabwe) Role of public libraries in promoting literacy in Zimbabwe: challenges of sustaining a reading culture
· DIJANA SABOLOVIĆ-KRAJINA ( Public Library Fran Galović, Koprivnica, Koprivnica, Croatia) Reading and literacy: a way to the social inclusive library
· WILLIAM EVANS (The Norwegian Association for Adult Learning, Oslo, Norway), SANJANA SHRESTHA (READ Nepal, Kathmandu, Nepal) and BASU DHUNGANA (Nepal Community Library Association, Kathmandu, Nepal) Sustaining literacy through libraries
· CAROL A. GORDON (Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ, USA) The role of the library in supporting the emerging literacy of adolescents: a transliteracy approach to summer reading
· ROSS J. TODD (Center for International Scholarship in School Libraries (CISSL), Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, NJ, USA) From literacy to inquiry: a holistic approach to literacy development in selected Australian schools
· MICHAEL KEVANE (Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, CA, USA), FRANCESCA LEBARON and NICOLAS RUIZ (Friends of African Village Libraries, San Jose, CA, USA) Summer reading camps in Northern Ghana: effects of camps and camp activities
· SOOK HYEUN LEE (National Library for Children and Young Adults, Seoul, Republic of Korea) Korean national strategy for library development and reading promotion for children and young adults
· IRENA BOND, CAROLYN FRIEL and MONINA R. LAHOZ (Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Worcester, MA, USA) Spearheading health information literacy in the community: the libraries as leaders
· MONIQUE ALBERTS (Philipsburg Jubilee Library, Philipsburg, St Maarten) Promoting literacy and reading in the Dutch Caribbean

Wrap up: ANNIE EVERALL (15 minutes) 

International activities:

International symposium: Reading links between generations: towards a more cohesive society, Tunis, 21-23 September 2011. 

Section’s Chair and News editor serve in the Programme and Organising Committees. 

Publicity materials in English, French and Arabic are distributed and Symposium is announced on the Section’s web page and the Newsletter. 

Ongoing actions: 

· Participation in international events on behalf of the Section 

Other activities

To mark the 15th anniversary of the Section, the article  “IFLA’s Section on Literacy and Reading: A History of its First Fifteen Years” was written by John Cole; published in the Newsletter and on webpage.

ADMINISTRATION FUNDS – report 2010-2011

2010  income: 325 EUR 

2010: expanditure: 325 EUR 

· Development and distribution of the Section's Newsletter . 

2011. income: 400 EUR 

2011: payments will be discussed at the SC meeting

Information-Coordinator Report 2010/11

Prepared by Robert Sarjant, 4/8/2011
It’s been a steady year for the section’s website. Regular updates continue to be made including:

•
News of events, including the annual conference

•
Publications such us our newsletter and Using Research guidelines

•
Minutes of annual meetings 

•
The section’s Annual Report and Action Plan

•
Calls for papers

The site could still be more dynamic. One suggestion is to use a blog.

To blog or not to blog?
Each Section, Core Activity, and SIG has full-fledged blogging capabilities using WordPress software available.  IFLA blogs utilizes WordPress in its ‘multi-site’ version, meaning that we can create an indefinite number of separate blogs—each with an indefinite number of authors/editors.Several are already up and running. See: 

http://blogs.ifla.org/ (note some of these are not very active and replicate the news section)

To get a blog started for the Section, there are a few things we need to decide:

1.
Blog name (should be short, i.e. Public Libraries Blog, IFLA PAC Blog, IFLA Cataloguing Blog, etc. )

2.
Blog description (should also be short, i.e. one line.  See descriptions created for the current blogs)

3.
Blog administrator name and email address  (The administrator will register ALL users, maintain the blog, be responsible for its order, etc. – I am happy to be the administrator)

A blog would provide all the members of the section with the facility to add content to the site (once they are an approved member). I would suggest members contribute items such as:

•
News of literacy and reading projects they are working on

•
Visits to literacy/reading projects and programmes that may inspire others

•
New research, reading, findings, awards that members come across

•
Reports on reading promotion/literacy conferences and workshops that members attend

To work, it would need at least 3 or 4 of us regularly adding entries but the more the better.

I would also welcome any other ideas to improve the site.

