
Literacy Matters!
Literacy and Reading Section

Annual Report

September 2014 – July 2015
Prepared by Annie Everall, Chair 
Literacy Matters!
I can read, therefore I am

I can:

· be smart and become smarter;

· communicate with others;

· solve problems, understand and connect with new challenges;

· participate in family, workplace and community life;

· use a range of new technologies

· think for myself and with others;

· keep my culture alive;

· share with others;

· be creative and laugh

I have the world and beyond at my feet.

I can read, therefore I am empowered and can learn lifelong.

I can read, therefore I am part of the present and the future

I can read, therefore I am,

Because Literacy Matters!
Scope of the LiR Section: 
The Section provides a focal point for the promotion of reading and literacy in libraries; and the integration of reading research and reading development activities into library services for all citizens. It covers issues such as increasing the social awareness of the significance of reading and general literacy; functional literacy in various cultural settings; reader development; illiteracy in different milieus; teaching the encouragement of reading among young people and adults; readers' skills and reading habits; and the interaction of audiovisual media and reading in the digital environment. 

It aims to stimulate leadership, research, good practice, information and exchange on the role of libraries in these issues.. The Section is concerned with a range of activities that affect all types of libraries, library associations, and institutions related to reading and literacy development and practice. Through discussion, conferences, publications, its website, partnerships, training and special projects, the Section examines these activities within the cultures of both print and electronic media; and seeks to understand and support the basic rights and approaches of all citizens to access to information, knowledge and works of the imagination for personal and community learning, enjoyment and development.
The relationship between reading research and reading promotion and the role of libraries in lifelong literacy is considered significant in professional terms. The Section works in cooperation with other IFLA Sections and a number of international reading and library associations, including the International Reading Association (IRA) and the International Board on Books for Young People (IBBY). 

Membership of the Section:
· Membership status June 2015: 49 members from 28 countries (27 Institutions, 

     1 International Association, 17 National Associations and 4 Personal Affiliates)
· Standing Committee members (2011-2013): 14 members from 12 countries. 5 corresponding members 
· Standing Committee Members (2013-2015): 15 members from 12 countries, 5 corresponding members
· Standing Committee Members (2015 – 17): 
  19 members from 15 countries, Corresponding Members to be confirmed in Cape Town
Officers:  (Until August 2015)
Chair and Treasurer:
Annie Everall 
Director, Authors Aloud UK 
Staffordshire

United Kingdom
E-mail:  annie@alannie.demon.co.uk  
Secretary: 
Barbara Combes
Lecturer, Charles Sturt University

Wagga Wagga, NSW, PO Box 48

Australia
E-mail: bcombes@csu.edu.au 
Information Coordinator: 
Rob Sarjant
Long Man Web Design

Brighton 

United Kingdom

E-mail: robert.sarjant@longmanwebdesign.co.uk
Blog Co-ordinator: 
Lesley Farmer
Institution California State University Long Beach

12062 Pine Street, Los Alamitos California, CA 90720 
United States
E-mail: lesley.farmer@csulb.edu
Meetings:

Two SC meetings were held in Lyon in 2014. The key focus for discussion at these meetings centred around ways to strengthen, re-boot and re-energise the Section with the aim of raising its’ profile; developing messages to highlight the importance of literacy and reading and the work of the Section; recruiting more members; encouraging more people to stand for committee places in the next election as there are currently vacancies and creating a strong, pro-active section and committee that is fully engaged in the work of IFLA and its’ strategic plan and goals.
Following these initial discussions, a small working group met during Congress to consider the ideas further. These were developed into the ‘Literacy Matters’ concept, strapline and creed, providing a new framework within which the Literacy & Reading Section can operate, badge its’ activities and make a statement about why being able to read is critical to individual development and growth. This was finalised during the second SC meeting and agreed as a way forward for the Section. The ‘Literacy Matters’ creed is outlined at the beginning of this report.
Action Plan
	Action Plan 2014 – 16



	Key Actions

	Status

	Develop a programme for Cape Town 2015 around the theme: Literacy Matters! The Importance of Literacy & Reading in the Creation of Strong Societies  


	Done – programme will be delivered in Cape Town

	Develop a joint programme with Asia & Oceania Section on Reading Promotion in Asia & Oceania as they expressed interest in working with us on a joint programme 

 
	Programme request was submitted by LiR and accepted by IFLA but unfortunately Asia & Oceania had to pull out and we were not able to go ahead.  

	Produce a revised version of the ‘Guidelines for Library Based Literacy Programmes’

	Draft revision done and consultation to be undertaken as part of an LiR second programme in Cape Town. 

	Produce a revised version of the ‘Using Research to promote Literacy & Reading in Libraries: Guidelines for Librarians’

	Draft revision done and consultation to be undertaken as part of an LiR second programme in Cape Town

	Produce a range of online and print materials including a DVD, launching the ‘Literacy Matters! concept

	Discussion and consultation to be undertaken as part of an LiR second programme in Cape Town. 

	Develop a project funding proposal for the development of the ‘Literacy Matters’ concept plus design and print of materials
	Project proposal submitted and some funding agreed. As a result of suggestions made by IFLA the timescale for delivery was extended to 2016. 

	Produce a statement outlining how the Literacy & Reading Section support the Lyon Declaration


	Done and submitted to IFLA HQ and it is up on the IFLA website. LiR Chair will also be presenting as part of the Division 3 programme on the Lyon Declaration in Cape Town

	Continue to actively partner with the CYA Section for the World Through Picture Books project


	Second edition published

Ongoing

	Undertake major update of the website, develop much stronger social media presence and continue the work being done through the Blog
	This has not been achieved due to difficulties with current Information 
Co-ordinator undertaking the work. Major priority for 2015/16 once new Co-ordinator appointed. Successful Blog activity achieved and on-going


	Recruit new members for the 2015 / 17 committee
	Two people attended both LiR meetings in Lyon as Observers, also contributed to the development of the Literacy Matters! concept and both then decided to stand as Committee Members
In total 9 new incoming committee members have been elected, replacing 5 outgoing members


	Start to develop a theme for the LiR programmes in Ohio 2016
	Suggested theme to be around Reading including – literacy awards and their impact, national reading strategies and campaigns, reading research, reading initiatives and best practices, digital reading. Will be developed further and finalised in Cape Town

	
	


Projects:

1. Literacy Matters!

A project proposal was submitted to take forward the ‘Literacy Matters!’ campaign, requesting funding for:
· Developing a new ‘Literacy Matters!’ advocacy concept and strapline to be used on all LiR Section materials

· Producing a short ‘advocacy video’ to visually capture literacy and reading activity and best practice, highlight the Literacy Matters! Messages and their importance and disseminate it to IFLA members and other library audiences across the diversity of social media channels

· Design and publication (electronic and printed) of revised ‘Guidelines for Library Based Literacy Programmes

· Launch event for Literacy Matters 
· Design and publication of Literacy Matters! marketing and advocacy materials- leaflet, bookmark etc

A project proposal was submitted and some funding was agreed. As a result of 
suggestions made by IFLA the timescale for delivery was extended to 2016, enabling discussion and consultation to take place in Cape Town and then finalizing for Ohio 
2.   The World through Picture Books

The world through Picture Books is an ongoing programme in partnership with the     CYA section. Annie Everall is the project co-ordinator and works with Viviana Quinones, Chair of the CYA section. During 2014 work on a second edition of the catalogue was undertaken and this was published in April 2015. 15 new countries and regions were included (Australia, Estonia, Greenland, Guyane Drance, Hungary, Italy, Ivory Coast, Martinique France, New Zealand, Poland, Qatar, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, United Arab Emirates) The second edition (IFLA Professional Report 136) includes 500 books in 37 languages. It is free to download or a hard copy can be purchased from IFLA http://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-136 
In addition to the catalogue, there are two collections of the featured books, one based in Japan and one based in France. These can be booked and exhibited by any country wishing to do so (details of how to do this are available on the website). Since Lyon, the collections have been or will be exhibited as follows

· Sep 14

Ofunata Civic Hall, Japan
· Jan/Feb 15

Iwate Prefectural Library, Japan

· Mar 15

Gosford City Library, New South Wales, Australia

· Sep 15

Toride Municipal Fujishiro Library, Japan

· Oct / Nov 15

Hirakata Municipal Library


· Jan/Feb 16

Hadano City Library

Annie Everall will also be presenting an update on the World through Picture Books as part of the CYA programme ‘Dynamic Libraries for Young People: Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Section, Working Internationally Now for Stronger Libraries - Libraries for Children and Young Adults’ Session 215 Thursday 20th August 13.00 – 15.00
Admininstration Funds: 2014 – 2015
2014/15  income:


 150 EUR 

2014/15: expenditure: 
 
     0 EUR as yet

Programmes 2014 Lyon
2014 LiR Lyon Conference Programme 1 

The LiR programme for Lyon focused on the theme of ‘Literacy, Community and Responsibility’ Papers examined how libraries have developed community programmes, and partnerships with other community groups to develop literacy in the 16+ age group. This was  very successful with 150 people attending. Presentations were delivered from 10 countries on the following themes:

· Applying an ecological model for library development to build literacy in rural Ethiopian communities  (Ethiopia)
· Reparation through reading: A collaborative approach to adult and family literacy in Western Australia (Australia)

· Library at school monitor: a digital tool to measure the impact of school – library co-operation (Netherlands)
· Creative Literacy: workshop as a starting point for multi-literacy (Finland)

· Literacies for academic and professional purposes: two collaborative projects with the University Library (Sweden)

· Reaching the un-reached: case studies of the learning initiatives of the street children in Kolkata  (India) 
· Book Buddies: nurture and culture reading habits among pediatric patients in hospital (Malaysia)

· Innovating for literacy and skills: a Canadian partnership (Canada)

· Community Libraries as a lever to community development and combating illiteracy (Palestine)

· Literacy, community and responsibility through Ganokendra: an innovative approach of lifelong learning and sustainable development (Bangladesh)
2014 LiR Lyon Conference Programme 2 

The second LiR programme was a joint one with the Children & Young Adults Section and focused on the theme of ‘Libraries creating content for and with children and young adults. This was also a very successful programme with 150 people attending. Presentations were delivered from 6 countries on the following themes.

· Storytime station: a case study on using public library created videos to reinforce early literacy skills and practices (USA)

· Libraries creating reading material for rural child readers in Burkino Faso (USA)

· They always come back: the popularity of student created books (USA)

· Allata (Let’s Write): working together to get the literature we are missing (Greenland)

· Let Library Loose: Teens and young adults as content creators at Hattula Public Library (Finland)

· In ugly times the only protest is beauty (Denmark)

· 3D prints and robots play a part in my learning: participatory learning action and content creation in a library MakerSpace (Finland)
· Adults and children creating personalized stories together through information and communications technology (ICT) in public libraries (China)
· Digibook Maker space in Chinese public libraries (China)
Programmes 2015 Cape Town
The section will hold two programmes, both of which are designed to promote the ‘Literacy Matters’ concept, highlight the work of the Literacy & Reading Section and undertake consultation and discussion on the activities being developed by the Section
· Session 99 Monday 17th August 13.45 – 15.45 Literacy Matters! The Importance of Literacy & Reading in the Creation of Strong Societies
· Session 118 Tuesday 18th August 09.30 – 11.30 Literacy Matters! Literacy and Reading Guidelines and Best Practice initiatives, consultation and discussion

Annie Everall OBE
Chair, IFLA Literacy & Reading Section   July 2015
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