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Endorsed Minutes of the seventy-second meeting of the Governing 
Board held on Friday 6 November 2020 from 14:00 – 16:00 CET by 
teleconference 
 
 

Present: 
 
Members: Christine Mackenzie (President, Chair); Barbara Lison (President elect); Antonia 
Arahova (Treasurer); Adjoa Boateng; Michael Dowling; Jonathan Hernández Pérez; 
Catherina Isberg; Sanjay Kumar Bihani; Sonia Poulin; Knud Schulz; Ai Cheng Tay; Helen 
Vincent; Minna von Zansen.  
 
Observer: Martyn Wade 
 
Staff: Gerald Leitner, IFLA Secretary General (Secretary, non-member); Helen Mandl, 
Deputy Secretary General & Director Member Services; Stephen Wyber, Manager Policy & 
Advocacy; Esther Doria, Project Coordination Assistant (minutes). 
 
Welcome and apologies 
 
1.General business 
The President welcomed all to the meeting. Apologies were received from Huanwen Cheng; 
Marwa El Sahn; Halo Locher; Vicki McDonald and Sueli Mara Soares Pinto Ferreira.  
 
1.1 Adoption of agenda   
The agenda was adopted.  
        
1.2 Draft Minutes of the GB meeting on 27 October 2020 
The Governing Board accepted the draft minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
Resolution: The Governing Board approved the draft minutes including closed sessions of 
the Governing Board meeting on 27 October 2020. 
 
1.3 General Business Resolutions 
See Resolutions under individual items. 
 
2. Governance 
2.1 Decisions of IFLA General Assembly November 2020 
The IFLA General Assembly 2020 was held at the Koninklijke Bibliotheek on 5 November 
2020 from 13:00 – 15:00 CET. The meeting was live-streamed to members via Zoom and 
YouTube. In the week following the meeting a message will go out on IFLA-L containing a 
link to the General Assembly and to the Annual Report.  
 
It was a tremendous effort to make this virtual General Assembly happen, and the Governing 
Board was very pleased how well it went.  
 
Thanks to careful preparation, IFLA Members were able to make unprecedented use of proxy 
voting, meaning that more of IFLA’s association members were present or represented than 
in many years. Governing Board members reported positive feedback, especially from 
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members that had not been able to experience an IFLA General Assembly before. Spanish 
translations for the LAC region were much appreciated. 
 
The following decisions were taken by the General Assembly: 
 

1. Establishment of a Quorum 
 The quorum for the General Assembly is 50% of the number of National Association 
 and International Association Members plus one. At the time of the Assembly we had 
 136 Members and 85 were represented via their proxies. A quorum was established. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 
 The agenda was adopted. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting, held in Athens, Greece, 28 and 29 August 2019 
 The minutes of the previous meeting held in Athens, Greece, 28 and 29 August 2019 
 were approved. 

4. Presentation of the Annual Accounts by the Treasurer 
 The 2019 Annual Accounts were approved. 

5. Motion 12.1 
 The motion was put that the General Assembly authorizes the Governing Board to 
 convene the General Assembly to coincide with the next IFLA World Library and 
 Information Congress which shall take place in August 2021. In the case of an 
 unavoidable delay the General Assembly may be convened at a later date, but no  
 later than 30 November 2021. 

The motion was approved. 
6. Motion 12.3 

 The motion was put proposing to the Governing Board to investigate alternative and 
 sustainable ways to conduct future WLIC and arrange WLIC as a global event only 
 every third year.  

The motion was carried and approved. The voting for this motion  was 753 in favour, 
395 against and 231 abstentions. 

 
In response to this motion being approved, it was noted that the Governing Board will 
undertake further work and investigations into sustainable ways to hold the WLIC. The 
Governing Board will carry out extensive consultations exploring the pros and cons of a 
change in the frequency of WLICs and will keep members informed about the progress. 
It was noted that more understanding could be created about the relationship between the 
physical conference and IFLA, and between the conference budget and the core budget, and 
how essential the conference is to IFLA. It was agreed that IFLA should first gain experience 
about different models, and establish if we can develop a stable financial format for a virtual 
conference.  
 
Resolution: The Governing Board noted the decisions of IFLA General Assembly November 
2020 

2.2 Governance Resolutions  
See Resolutions under individual items 
 
Any other business 
 
Resolution: The Governing Board will send a letter to Lily Knibbeler, the Director of the KB 
to thank her and the KB for the support to IFLA at the General Assembly. 
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Resolution: The Governing Board authorised the Secretary General to finalise the policy for 
digital voting for the extraordinary General Assembly in February 2021. 
 
Resolution: The Secretary General will send a shortened version of the minutes from the 
extraordinary meetings held during the year to the Governing Board for approval. 

The President thanked all and closed the meeting at 14:45 CET 
 
6. Next Governing Board meeting dates:  
 
Governing Board Meetings 

7 - 11 December 2020: GB week (teleconference) 

 


